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The Earl of L. 
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05 Liberty, thou Goddeſs heav'nly bright ; 
Profuſe of Bliſs, and pregnant with Delight 
Eternal Pleaſures in thy Preſence reign ; 
Aud ſmiling Plenty leads thy wanton Train 


thu” 
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Letter from aRevolutioner 
zo the Earl of I—y. 


; Ed". Septr. 28. 1714. | 
My Loxry, = 

— HE Town has been, lately, ve- | 
LEN f/ 2) ry much amus'd and ſurpriz d, 
for ſome Time, by one of the 

7 © aringet and moſt extenſive 
2 825 Libels that, I believe, was ever 
publiſh'd in any Age or Nation, | 

ara Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, Sc. | 
0 once intended to have troubled your 


rdſhip with Remarks upon them at large, 
to have enter'd upon a regular Criticiſm 
f this formidable Satyre: But I was afraid, 
d I made you a Preſent of ſuch an Heap of 
bſurdities and Inconſiſtencies, (for Beauties 
ere are none to be found) I ſhould deferve 
Fate which the Critick, in Boccalini s Par- 
Ius, meets with, who preſenting Apollo 
ith all the Faults, Blemiſhes, and Imperfe- 
ions of his Contemporaries, was order'd to 
parate ſome Chaff from the Corn, and re- 
arded with the CHa for his Pains. 

TAE Sentence of the God of Poetry was juſt 
id impartial. It is infinitely eaſier to diſco- 
ar the Defects, than to diſcloſe and ſet in a 
toper Light the hidden and conceal'd Gra- 
' of an Author : * or * the Poet =. ſings, 


YYOrs- 


* 


4 
Errors, like Straws, upon the Surface flow; 
He that would ſearch for Pearls muſt dive below. 


But alas! in our Caſe, it is quite otherwiſe ; 


the moſt good natur d Critick would want ar- 
Opportunity of exerting his Benevolence. + 


I defign'd, My Lord, to have conſider' 


them under theſe Three Heads, of the Stile, 


the CharaFers, and the Sentiment. I could 
have ſhown that, in the Firſt, the Author of 
theſe Memoirs is ſometimes affected and un- 
intelligible; ſometimes ſwells into Nonſenſe 
and Fuſtiau, and at other Times dwindles and 
degenerates into Burleſque. 

IT Is Art of Writing, ſo as not to be ea- 
ſily underſtood, has been very much impro- 
ved and follow'd by ſeveral of the Moderns, 


who obſerving the general Inclination of Man-. 


kind to dive into a Secret, and the Reputati- 
on many have acquir'd by concealing their 
Meaning under obſcure 'Terms and Phraſes, 
(not to mention a certain great Poet in this 
Way who flouriſh'd lately among us) reſolve, 
that they may be ſtill more abſtruſe, to write 
without any Meaning at all. This Art, as it 
is, at preſent, practis'd by many eminent Au- 
. thors, ſeems to conſiſt in throwing ſo many 
Words, at a Venture, into diflerent Periods, 
and leaving the curious Reader to find out 


their Meaning. 


As to the Characters, My Lord, I might 


. have inſtanc'd in a great many of them that are 
either falſe, or trifling, or inconſiſtent. | 
j 


— 


ſha 


ſhall mention but one; becauſe the Perſon de- 


fam'd is one for whom ] profeſs not only a 
ſincere Friendſhip, but an extreme Veneration. 
He is treated with the contemptible Terms 
of a rebellious Presbyterian Preacher; tho', in 
Reality, he is juſtly allow'd by all who know 
him, to be one of the beſt and ableſt Clergy- 
men in Europe. 

AND then, as for the laſt Particular, I 


ſhould perhaps have obſerv'd to your Lordſbi, 


that in the Sentiments and Reflections there are 


a great many Puerilities; and, which I too 


generally find in the Writings of my Country- 
men, when they attempt any Thing in Eng- 
hh, a Want of Politeneſs and a Want. of 


Taſte. Not to mention the frequent Uſe of 
our barbarous unintelligible Scots Phraſes and 
Proverbs : But this, I know, many over- + | 


look as a Trifle, and therefore I ſhould not 
probably have inſiſted upon it. In a Word, 
My Lord, I believe, upon, the whole Matter, 


my Opinion and Judgment of this celebrated 

Libel ſhould have been, That it is written 

with a great deal of Malice, Prejudice and ill 
Nature, and with very little Wit. 


As to theſe Parts of the Memoirs which 
particularly concern the Union, and the deplo- 
rable Condition this Nation is reduc'd to by it; 


I'm afraid, My Lord, there is but to much of 


Truth in what he ſays. Nor do! deſpair of ſeę- 
ing our glorious Proteſtant Monarch and the 
Britiſh Parliament take our manifold Grie- 
yances into their ſerious Conſideration, and 

| enter 


| 


| 
| 


11 

enter into the moſt ſpeedy and effectual Mea- 
ſures for alleviating and redreſſing them. But 
conſidering the many fatal Animoſities and Di- 
viſions that have been ſo induſtriouſly created 
and fomented within this Part of the Kingdom, 
and which, upon Her late Majeſty's Demi ſe, 
would, in all Probability, have broke out into 
a Civil War, had they not by the Union, at 
leaſt in Appearance, been reconcil'd ; conſide- 
ring the peaceable and auſpicious Eſtabliſhment 
of the Proteſtant Family of Hanover upon the 
'Throne of theſe Nations, and the happy Secu- 
rity we may juſtly promiſe our ſelves, as natu- 
rally conſequent upon it, in the Enjoyment of 
our Religion and Liberty: 


©uod ſi non aliam venturo fata Neroni 
Invenere viam;—— 


Non ultra, O fupert, querimur! —- 


Ws ought, me thinks, almoſt to be induc'd, 


upon this pleaſing Survey of univerſal Safety 
and Felicity, to conceal our Uneaſineſs, to ſti- 
'flle, if poſſible, our Reſentments, and drop 
our Complaints. We ought perhaps to ſacri- 
fice our private Intereſt tothe publick Welfare, 
and, inſtead of repining at our Fate, return 
our hearty and ſincere Thanks to Almighty 
God for a Turn of Affairs ſo happy and ſur- 


priſing, and of ſo great Importance to the Pro- 


teſtant Religion, all the World over. 

WE ought all todiſcover, upon this Occa- 
ſion, that diſintereſted Spirit, which we find, 
in 


in che Sacred Writ, Mephiboſheth expreſs'd in 
| his Anſwer to King David, after he had for- 


— 
o 


'\# feited a conſiderable Part of his Eſtate by the 


OR 


1 


Treachery of his Servant Ziba; Let him tate 
all, ſays he, for as much as my Lord the King 
is come in Peace into his own Houſe. | 
In the mean time, My Lora, that this our 
Felicity may be more fully ſecur'd and eſtabli- 
ſhed, I would earneſtly recommend the follow- 
ing Particulars to the Conſideration of thoſe 
who ele& Members for the enſuing Parliament. 
As this Letter only concerns North-Britain, 
I would defire them, WY 
In the Firſt place, 2208 
To chooſe Men that are not Enemies to the 
Presbyterian Church-government, as it is at 
reſent, among us by Laweſtablifhed. Ido not 
leak this ſo much with an Eye only to the Inte- 
reſt of Presbytery itſelf, as of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligionin general, about which we cannot poſſib- 
ly be too careful and ſolicitous. "Tis, Ithink, but 
too evident, that the Methods and Meaſures 
which have all along been purſu'd by the Ad- 
verſaries of the Presbyterian Church in this 
Kingdom, are ſuch as, had they been ſucceſsful, 
would infallibly have prov'd deſtructive of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberty of Eu- 
rope. I wiſh it could be made appear that the 
M ᷑uters from the eſtabliſh'd Church in this 
Part of Great-Britain were Subjects as faithful 


to our glorious Sovereign, as thoſe who diſſent 
from the Church of England. 


Secondly, 


—— — — — — — 1 ” A W | 


| 
. 2 

- Secondly. My Lord, I would humbly adviſe 
them to choofe Men of Probity, Conduct and 
Eloquence ; ſuch as have Abilities ſufficientfor 
the diſcharging ſo important a "Truſt, and are 
willing to employ and exert them. 

Thirdly. Men who are Loversof their native 
Country, and will not be induc'd to abandonor | 
betray ut by any Conſideration. + Be 

- Fourthly. 1 would, with all poſſible Submiſ- | 
fon, recommend to them Men of ſome Age 
and Experience, and who are, in a particular {| 

| 
| 


anner, well acquainted with the State of the 

hire which they repreſent. I'm ſorry there 
has been ſo much Reaſon, of late, to reproach | 

us for ſending up pert young Fellows to a Bri- 
tiſʒh Parliament, that were hardly fit to make a 
Harangueinan Univerſity. n | 
Laftly. My Lord, I would wiſh ſuch Perſons | 
were choſen, as are full of theSentiments of | 
Honour and Liberty; ſuch as underſtand the 
Nature and Deſign of Government, and are 
[| able, without Prejudice or Prepoſſèſſion, to 
| diſcern the Felicity of our preſent Conſtitu- 
tion: Ina Word, ſuch as are true Revolutio- 
ners, Without any trifling Diſtinction of Yhig 
and Tory; for I take both to have been equally 
concerned in that happy Turn given to the Af- 
fairs of Great-Britaiu, at a very dangerous and 
deſperate Juncture, by the Arrival of King 
William in Eugland, who deliver'd us from 
Popiſh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power. | 


J am, 
My Loxrp, 
Tour Lordſhips, &c. 


Coll, 


WOtSkOVeecd 
4 . 0 


